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Minutes of the August 18, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Education and Examination Committee 

 

Wednesday, August 18, 2021 
 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of 
Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ Education and Examination Committee convened in Room 
#1960 on the 19th floor of the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts located at 77 
South High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 for its regular meeting to discuss the Committee’s 
business. 
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Crates 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson Amanda E. Crates called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  Executive Director of 
the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members 
were in attendance of the meeting: 
 
Amanda E. Crates; George Horne, II; Jon W. Rettig, Sr.; William C. Wappner 
 
The following personnel of the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors were also in 
attendance: Edward Nurre, president; Kim Bourk, continuing education coordinator; Derek 
Bogner and Jarrod Williams of the board office; and Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Stephanie Slone, board counselor. 
 
Amanda Crates welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
 
Ms. Crates stated that the first item on the meeting agenda is consideration of the previous 
month’s committee meeting minutes.  Ms. Crates asked the committee members if they had 
opportunity to review the July 21, 2021, Education and Examination Committee Meeting 
Minutes and asked if there were any questions or comments on the minutes.  There were 
none. 
 
William Wappner moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the 
Board to approve the July 21, 2021, Education and Examination Committee Meeting Minutes 
as presented.  The motion was seconded by George Horne.  Ms. Crates asked for discussion 
on the motion.  There was no discussion. 
 
Motion by William Wappner, second by George Horne 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Jon Rettig, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Ms. Crates stated up next was consideration of the applications for continuing education  
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programs.  She read aloud the names from the list of program providers and at least one program title under 
each.  Ms. Crates asked the committee members if they had any questions or comments on the list of 
programs. 
 
Jon Rettig commented that many of the same programs were offered on different days.  He asked Kim Bourk if 
the program titles should have been named differently.  Kim Bourk responded to Mr. Rettig by stating that the 
applications indicated the same course material to be presented by the program provider on various calendar 
dates. 
 
Amanda Crates asked Kim Bourk if she had any concerns about the submitted applications.  Ms. Bourk replied 
that she had no concerns with the thirty-nine applications from nineteen program providers.  She went on to 
explain that a few of the programs listed are multi-course events occurring during a typical conference or 
seminar, and those events show a breakdown of available credit hours  In these cases, after approval, the 
Board provides the applicant with one program number to identify the program title instead of giving a number 
for individual courses presented throughout the event concurrently. 
 
Ms. Crates commented that Ohio Funeral Directors Association, District #3 requested a total of eleven hours on 
September 22, 2021.  Ms. Bourk noted that this is different from a conference or seminar because each course 
was applied for individually. 
 
Amanda Crates asked committee members if there were any further questions or comments on the list of 
applications for continuing education programs. 
 
Jon Rettig shared that he recently had a discussion with Kim Bourk about program providers receiving an 
automatic email notification after submission of an application in the past.  He mentioned that Ohio Embalmers 
Association brought to his attention this was not happening.  Mr. Rettig informed that Ms. Bourk would soon 
return to the practice and was pleased to learn program providers will get a timely notice.    
 
Kim Bourk offered follow up information about OFDA, District #3.  She commented that this date – September 
22 – was expected to be advertised as “Super Wednesday”, simply allowing professionals in the area for a 
chance to obtain eleven hours of in-person continuing education programs.   
 
Ms. Crates asked Ms. Bourk if the application process is still going well.  Ms. Bourk replied that some changes 
will need to occur to the application form to better improve instruction and formatting, but, overall, the 
process is working as expected.  Ms. Crates thanked Ms. Bourk for her comments. 
 
William Wappner moved for the Committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve 
the applications for continuing education programs as presented.  Jon Rettig seconded the motion.  Ms. Crates 
asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion. 
 
Motion by William Wappner, second by Jon Rettig 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Jon Rettig, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Amanda Crates asked Kim Bourk to confirm there were no applications for exemption or waiver of the 
continuing education requirements for consideration.  Ms. Bourk responded affirmatively there were none at 
this time. 
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Ms. Crates stated that the last item on the meeting agenda is requests from individuals for credit hours for 
attending and participating in a continuing education program out of the state of Ohio.  She read aloud the 
name of the individual listed. 
 
Kim Bourk explained her usual process of verifying the requestor’s attendance and validity of the certificate of 
completion from the program provider in which they obtained credit hours.  She reported that she was unable 
to receive verification from the provider after several attempts.  Ms. Crates thanked her for the explanation 
and efforts.  Ms. Crates asked committee members if they had any questions or concerns about this request for 
out-of-state credit hours.  There were none. 
 
Jon Rettig moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
requests for credit hours for attendance and participation in a continuing education program out of the state of 
Ohio as presented.  The motion was seconded by William Wappner.  Ms. Crates asked for discussion on the 
motion.  There was no discussion.  
 
Motion by Jon Rettig, second by William Wappner 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Jon Rettig, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Amanda Crates asked if there was any further business to come before the Education and Examination 
Committee.  There was none. 
 
Chairperson Crates thanked all for attending the committee meeting and asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
William Wappner moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by George 
Horne. 
 
Motion by William Wappner, second by George Horne 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Jon Rettig, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
August 18, 2021, meeting of the Education and Examination Committee adjourned at 9:19 a.m. 
 
      
 

 

 


